INSTITUTIONAL DISTINCTIVENESS
OF
NEWMAN COLLEGE, THODUPUZHA

Catering the demand for quality education and research in arts, science and
commerce to the rural community of Idukki district

T *

Sl — -:_.-

— )y

{

R L EE,, .

Institutional distinctiveness 2019-2020:

Promotion of inter and trans-disciplinary research and academic excellence
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Preface:

During a time when the educational ambitions of the people of high ranges remained dreams
unfulfilled, Newman College, the first higher education institution of Idukki district, was
established in the year 1964. The much awaited dream institution of a rural agrarian
community, headed by the Syrian Catholic Diocese of Kothamangalam, not only
accomplishes the educational aspirations of the high range people, but also has become the
centre of their social and cultural life. Being the most prominent institution of the district,
Newman College shines bright catering to the needs of all communities without any
discrimination. By virtue of the geographical ease of access, the college opens its doors to
knowledge seekers from Idukki as well as two neighbouring districts. Named after the great
visionary philosopher and educationalist St. Henry Cardinal Newman, the college stands as a
prime centre of higher education by offering 14UG, 8 PG programmes and 3 research

programmes.

The infrastructure and facilities in the College campus is planned and executed to meet the
diverse needs of students and local community. The compact infrastructure of Newman
College with well-maintained and easily accessible library, University Study centre, IGNOU
study centre, computer labs, theatre, indoor stadium, outdoor stadium, basketball court, yoga
centre, gymnasium, sky watch facility, church, bank, ATM counter, post office, stationary
shop and canteen makes it an easily accessible campus. Most of these facilities are made
available for the public when necessary. The indoor stadium of the college hosts several state
and national level sports events and caters the need of local sports events too. In addition to
the conduct of various sports events in the College ground, the vast area is utilized to host the
prestigious agricultural fest of Idukki district, which is a festival for the local community and

a hub of display and sale of rural produce.
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Institutional distinctiveness: Promotion of inter and trans-disciplinary research and

academic excellence

Newman College, in its quest to attain excellence in academics and research and to give
maximum opportunities to the student community from rural and tribal areas of Idukki
district to research, strive hard to get collaborations and grants from various directions. As a
result of these continuous efforts, the college got selected for UGC Scheme for Trans-
disciplinary Research for India's Developing Economy (STRIDE) project component I,

being one among the 35 institutions which got selected for this prestigious programme.
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UGC STRIDE project on the “An Institutional Research Scheme on the Sustainable
Development Initiatives in the Western Ghats in Idukki, Kerala” addresses a pressing
global issue of great local significance. The College took a unique approach in addressing
this issue by proposing the involvement of 100 selected undergraduate students from all
disciplines of study as ‘UGC STRIDE fellows’ to carry out the project by adopting bottom-up
approach of policy making. The project, with a sanctioned amount of Rs. 95 lakhs, will equip
the student community in addressing issues of global significance in a scientific way through

the cross talk between different disciplines and will lead them to efficient policy makers.

The college took different measures to increase the research excellence of faculty and
students and as part of that various interdisciplinary projects and research works are
promoted among faculty and students. As a result, more interdisciplinary and collaborative
publications were produced. Students’ projects were presented in international conferences

and received appreciation.

Interdisciplinary publications by faculty members

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect
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Materials Today: Proceedings EEZEL
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journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/matpr

Synthesis of biogenic ZnO nanoparticles and its impact on seed
germination and root growth of Oryza sativa L. and Vigna unguiculata L

Jaiby Cyriac**, Krishnakumar Melethil ®, Bejoy Thomas ”, M. Sreejit ¢, Thomas Varghese ©
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Student works presented in international conference

\gs of the Conference on Nanoel iz &
Nanotechnology (SNANO2020) held on 23rd & 24th Apnil, 2020

Room Temperature Synthesis of Mesoporous
MOF using SynergisticAction of Metal Oxide

PROCEEDINGS OF

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON

NANOELECTRONICS, NANOPHOTONICS, NANOMATERIALS,
NANOBIOSCIENCE & NANOTECHNOLOGY (SNANO 2020)

2398 24 July 2020

Organized by
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ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS ENGINEERING

Sona John
Research and Post Graduate
Depariment of Chemisiry
St. Joseph's College
Moolamattom. India
sonajohn90@gmail com

Aswathy KR
Research and Post Graduate
Depariment of Chemisiry
Newman College
Thodupuzha. India
aswathykr034@gmail com

and Template

School of Chemical Science
M.G.Univarsity
Kottayam. India

beenam4@gmail.com
Athira P. Ajith
Research and Post Graduate
Deparment of Chemistry
‘Newman College
odupuzha. India
athira6527@gmail.com

Cincy George
Research and Post Graduate
Department of Chemistry

cincygeorge@gmail com
Ebey P. Koshy"
Research and Post Graduate
Department of Chemistry
St. Joseph's College
Moolamattom. India
epkosh@gmail.com

Green synthesis of silver nanoparticles from
Aloe vera leaf extract and its antimicrobial

AnjuTR
Department of Biotechnology
Newman College

Thodupzha - 685 585, Kerala, India.

ORCID : 0000-0003-3132-5281
anjur@gmail com

Rosemary 1
Department of Botany
Newman College

Thodupzha - 685 585, Kerala. India.

ajrosemaryjose @ gmail.com

activity

Parvathy §
Department of Biotechnology
Newman College
Thodupzha - 685 585, Kerala, India
parvathysajeev 19@gmail.com

Ansalna TH
Department of Botany
Newman College
Thodupzha - 685 585, Kerala, India
ansalnath 1688 @ gmail.com

Mohanan V V
Department of Biotechnology
Cochin University of Science and
Technology
Cochin 682022, Kerala, India
mohanwiwi@gmail.com

Shahzabanu M M
Department of Botany
Newman College
Thoduprha - 685 585, Kerala, India.
shahzabanu1997 @ gmail.com

In colloboration with

Devika §

QIEEE a Department of Botany
Toa s Newman College
‘!P“W"ﬁ @ g @ o M @ Thodupzha . 685 585, Kerala, India.

devikashaji3377 @gmail. com

Newman College keep up its academic excellence by bagging Mahatma Gandhi University

ranks in various UG and PG programmes.

Mahatma Gandhi University Rank holders of Newman College in the 2019 - 20 batch
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The quality maintained by the college got recognition by being the UGC mentor college
under ‘Paramarsh’ scheme to mentor five neighbouring colleges for NAAC accreditation and
assessment process. The college also mentored 72 students from different disciplines to
participate in Reboot Kerala Hackathon 2020, an innovative initiative of Department of
Higher Education, Govt. of Kerala to suggest IoT based solutions for various problem
statements. This helped in fostering an innovative ecosystem in the campus. While moulding
the students to research and academic excellence, the College ensure to hold on to the human
values and ethics by promoting grass root level discussions with local community in STRIDE
project and being in the fore front of activities during the time of natural calamities in the
district. This ensures the all round presence of Newman College in uplifting not only the
overall quality of education but the quality of living and quality of ecosystem of Idukki

district.




